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ported the South, though a Southern victory would
have meant the perpetuation of slavery well into the
last decades of the nineteenth century. Domestic
slavery means little more than the keeping of unpaid
feudal retainers round the households of chiefs. It is
common all over the East, and is something entirely
different from the plantation slavery of America, under
which men were taken thousands of miles from their
homes and made to work under masters of a different
colour, race? and language.
It is difficult to abolish this kind of unpaid domestic
service.* The legal prohibition of slavery in Ethiopia, in
1924, had the immediate effect of up-rooting thousands
of men, and leaving them to find a living in an area where
the cash nexus hardly existed, and there was practically
no industry. Ethiopia suddenly developed an unem-
ployment problem, which the Emperor tried to meet by
founding c slave colleges * for their children. Most of
the men came to some terms with their old masters who
usually were not very anxious to have them back. This
domestic slavery is rapidly dying out all over the middle
East. The modern Arab Sheik does not want retainers
merely to accompany him about and give him" greater
standing. They used to run beside his mule, but they
cannot run beside his motor car. Slavery of this kind
does not fit in with modern ideas, but it involved little
cruelty, and the cslave* had his definite position and
dignity. The retainer of an Ethiopian Ras or of an
Iraq Sheik would consider himself far superior to a
coolie working for a weekly wage in a shop or-ware-
house.1
1FThe author modified his ideas on this subject when acting
as political officer at the end of the Mesopotamian campaign.
He had to visit the camp of a ruling chief who had died. The
Sheik had left a will and appointed two trustees—his brother-in-

